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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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We need the value of a faith that has found its beliefs to be consistent with reality, on the battlefield as well as in the church pew. And God invites us to test His truths in this very way. "Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good" (Psalm 34:8). But also, our allegiance to our principles needs to be tested. And frankly, this often requires a trial by fire. "Adversity is the trial of principle. Without it, a man hardly knows whether he is honest or not" (Henry Fielding).


If it is through suffering that we learn our own mettle, then suffering is not altogether undesirable. James said, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials" (James 1:2). Perhaps most of us will find that we can't actually welcome difficulty, but we can at least give thanks for its usefulness. There are some very practical, as well as eternal, reasons why we need to understand ourselves, and if it takes hardship to help us understand, then so be it. Even if an ordeal shows that we're less than we've made ourselves out to be in the past, the sooner we face the truth, the better we can make godly choices for the future.





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





"Adversity introduces a man to himself."  (Anonymous)


 


			JP








     It is important in religion, as in life, to sing the right notes.  Many years ago I read about a famous violinist who moved from his native New York to Montana.  He had such a fine ear that his violin was always in tune, but he was never sure that it was in tune with the standard (A=440).  Being a perfectionist about that, he wrote to the NBC radio network in New York, which had an affiliate in the area.  He asked that on a given day they sound for him the standard pitch so that he could tune his violin.  Sure enough, on the assigned day, the National Broadcasting Company sounded A=440 and the aged musician tuned his violin.  He continued the process every year, until his death some years later.


     You see, the old gentleman recognized the need for not just being in tune, but being in tune with the standard.


     We recognize this truth in the world, but tend to ignore it in matters of religion.  Let me suggest several things to be considered in this same vein of thought.


1.  It is not enough to be in tune with yourself.  Subjective religion is tantamount to no religion at all, for just as soon as you have some desire, which disagrees with the standard, you merely change the standard.  That way, you're never wrong.  Inspired writers warned about merely being in tune with yourself.  "For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise" (2 Corinthians 10:12).  To measure yourself by yourself has a certain appeal and may seem 





subtle but formidable foe to true religion.  It tends to elevate to a place of authority that which has been done in the past just because it was done for so long.


While it is true that tradition has come about, in many instances, just because that happened to be the best way to do a thing, it must never be elevated to so prominent a place that it determines right and wrong.  Catholicism is the result of such improper emphasis on tradition.  "In vain do they worship," said Jesus, "teaching for doctrine the commandments of men" (Mark 7:7).  Tradition is no more than sophisticated game of "follow the leader" and the wrong leader at that.  Just because folks agree to some traditional standard does not make it right.  We must remember to be in tune with the original pitch.


4.  It is enough to be in tune with God.  How sweet the sound it comes from the source, the original.  Paul admonishes that we make sure of our key, that we ". . . prove all things, hold fast that which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).  We need to try all that we do against the standard furnished by God.  Only when we get back to A=440 can we be sure that what we are doing is in tune with what God wants us to do, to be, to become.


     When I was young and we used to have folks come over to "pick awhile," there was a prime importance attached to the first exercise of the evening--tuning up.  Somebody would sound the pitch and all the others would tune to that standard.  Only then could the program get underway.


     Let's tune in, tune up, and get right with God. 














					





Sing the Right Notes


By Dee Bowman








terribly comfortable, but such good 


feelings are synthetic because they only mean that you are in tune with yourself, not the standard which, in this case, is the word of God.


2.  It is not enough to be in tune with society.  Notice the latter part of the verse just cited.  Paul says, ". . . comparing themselves among themselves, [they] are not wise."  Society has a plastic set of rules by which it operates.  Like the subjective authority mentioned above, society changes in accordance with the wants of those who comprise it.  It constantly changes to meet the needs of the people.  Take homosexuality for example.  Just a short time ago, it would not have been tolerated by society, so it was considered an immoral lifestyle.  Nowadays society has decided to broadmindedly accept this so-called "alternate lifestyle" and so it is not longer considered to be immoral..  It is not enough to be in tune with ourselves.  We must listen to God.  He is the standard to which we compare ourselves.  We must listen to God.  He is the standard to which we compare ourselves.  I do not say that Romans 1 was written to our age, but it accurately describes the head-long rush toward immorality being taken by society in recent years.  And one of the things it says is that "And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men working with men that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet."  We better quit listening to the pitch given by society and get our ears tuned toward the standard (Luke 18:8).


3.  It is not enough to be in tune with tradition.  Tradition has long been a 





Ordeals Make Some Things Obvious


Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.


(Genesis 22:12)





     From time to time we are tested in ways that make it clear what kind of persons we are. When, for example, Abraham's faith was tested by the command to offer his son Isaac, God could say, "Now I know that you fear God." This is not an easy statement to fathom. But whatever may have been manifested to God by Abraham's ordeal, we can be sure of this: Abraham learned a good deal about himself. After his agony, Abraham would have known his own faith in ways that were impossible before.


     When we face difficulty, we find out what we are really made of. In times of ease, we think we know ourselves and we say what we believe in words that sound right to our own ears. And we're not being deliberately deceptive. But A. W. Tozer probably had it right when he said, "Only after an ordeal of painful self-probing are we likely to discover what we actually believe about God."


     There are two things about us that need to be tested. One is the validity of our principles. It is something to have meditated on our principles; it is something else to have field-tested them.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Susan Bisbeng is now recovering at home Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems.  


Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green.   


Teagan Smith has a bad case of poison ivy


Will and Millie Collier out with the flu.


Joey Jackson suffering with gout.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


______________________________


Men's Meeting 


Today at 3:30 PM


____________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jack Green


Song Leader---David Holmes


Lord's Supper---Wes Guyton


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 3-----Jeremy Green


   Asst. 4-----Rex Veteto


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Grant Hicks


Read Scripture---Joey Jackson


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Huff


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Song Leader-------Zachary Huff


2nd Prayer------Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture ---David Holmes


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Wes Guyton


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Dion Clark


Invitation---Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---David Holmes





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














